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JACK SUSTIC LIVE DEMO
MAY 19TH AT BORDINES NURSERY
12:30 MEETING SET UP (PLEASE ARRIVE EARLY)

9

1:00 EVENT DISCUSSION AND BONSAI UPDATES
1:15 JACK SUSTIC DEMO BEGINS
3:15 BREAK AND RAFFLE
								
3:30 TREE CRITIQUE / Q & A WITH JACK SUSTIC

We are elated to have Jack Sustic back this year to perform
another incredible demonstration. Mr Sustic was the
former Curator of the Penjing Museum at the National
Bonsai Arboretum in Washington DC and has returned
to MI to continue his pursuit in developing exceptional
bonsai and sharing his knowledge throughout the
country. Last year, Jack Sustic was the judge of our
annual show and has conducted multiple workshops
with our friends in Ann Arbor and here at Bordines.
For Jack, caring for bonsai isn't a job anymore, it's a
passion. Since 1987 he has turned his love of bonsai
into a profession and personal commitment to
developing his new bonsai nursery right here in MI.
This Sunday, Jack will be working on a massive
"Suburban Yamadori" juniper. Major branch bending
techniques will be shared with the club. Also, Jack
will give club members trees a personal critique.

CLUB RAFFLE WILL BE HELD THIS MEETING. BRING AN ITEM.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE:

This has been an incredible month for bonsai
artists and enthusiasts. Not only did we have John
Wall back here in town for another incredible
demonstration on a massive Ponderosa Pine, but,
his critique on club member's trees proved to be one
of our most engaging meetings to date. We also
had the Mid Michigan show in Grand Rapids.
We had over 50 trees brought to the table and
discussed with John and the club. Some club
members hired John Wall to visit their homes and
receive one on one training on their collections.
Not only does this help improve the quality of their
designs, it helps promote those who have chosen
bonsai as a profession. Our club should be proud
to have such distinquished bonsai artists returning
to our club year after year to share their bonsai
accumen and talents with our club members.
This meeting should be another dynamic
presentation from one of the countries top curators
and developers of bonsai. Be sure to bring a tree
for the critique, a raffle item and a new face.
Michael Corbeille / President
4seasonsbonsai@gmail.com
248 250 3602

			

THE 390 YEAR OLD TREE THAT SURVIVED HIROSHIMA

On August 6, 1945, at a quarter-past 8 a.m., bonsai master Masaru Yamaki was inside his home when glass fragments hurtled
past him, cutting his skin, after a strong force blew out the windows of the house. The U.S. B-29 bomber called the “Enola
Gay” had just dropped the world’s first atomic bomb over the city of Hiroshima, at a site just two miles from the Yamaki home.
How Physics Drove the Design of the Atomic Bombs Dropped on Japan
The bomb wiped out 90 percent of the city, killing 80,000 Japanese immediately and eventually contributing to the death of
at least 100,000 more. But besides some minor glass-related injuries, Yamaki and his family survived the blast, as did their
prized bonsai trees, which were protected by a tall wall surrounding the outdoor nursery.
For 25 years, one of those trees sat near the entrance of the National Bonsai and Penjing Museum at the United States
National Arboretum in Washington D.C., its impressive life story largely unknown. When Yamaki donated the now 390-year-old
white pine bonsai tree to be part of a 53 bonsais gifted by the Nippon Bosnai Association to the United States for its bicentennial celebration in 1976, all that was really known was the tree’s donor. Its secret would remain hidden until 2001, when two of
Yamaki’s grandsons made an unannounced visit to the Arboretum in search of the tree they had heard about their entire lives.

Through a Japanese translator, the grandsons told the story of their grandfather and the tree’s miraculous survival. Two
years later, Takako Yamaki Tatsuzaki, Yamaki’s daughter also visited the museum hoping to see her father’s tree.
The museum and the Yamaki family maintain a friendly relationship and it is due to these visits that the curators know the
precious value of the Yamaki Pine.
After going through what the family had gone through, to even donate one was pretty special and to donate this one was
even more special,” says Jack Sustic, curator of the Bonsai and Penjing museum. Yamaki’s donation of this tree, which had
been in his family for at least six generations, is a symbol of the amicable relationship that emerged between the countries in the years following World War II. Dignitaries in attendance at the dedication ceremony for the trees included John
D. Hodgson, ambassador to Japan, Japanese Prime Minister Nobusuke Kishi and Secretary of State Henry Kissinger who
said the gift from Japan represented the "care, thought, attention and long life we expect our two peoples to have."Today,
more than 300 trees make their home at the museum, including bonsai grown in North America and penjing, the Chinese
bonsai equivalent.
There are many misconceptions about bonsai, Sustic says. It’s not a type of tree because anything with a woody trunk
can be bonsai. Rather, it’s an art form and for the bonsai master, “it’s a lifestyle,” he explains. Another common error is
the proper pronunciation of bonsai; it’s BONE-sigh, not BAHN-sigh. Bonsai trees can be cultivated from trees collected in
the wild or in rare cases from seeds; for those whose thumbs are a little less green, they can be purchased at a nursery.
They are planted in large containers and pruned frequently to maintain their silhouette. Sometimes, as in the case of the
Yamaki Pine, multiple trees are grafted together to enhance the appearance of the tree.
Though bonsai masters maintain a degree of artistic freedom they still look to nature for inspiration, recreating what they
see in the natural world on a bonsai scale. “It’s a marriage between horticulture and art,” but it’s unique because it’s
always growing,” Sustic says while admiring the Yamaki Pine.
Because they are always growing, bonsai trees require daily attention. Sustic even likens caring for a bonsai tree to having
a pet. But it’s due to this constant attention that bonsai like the Yamaki Pine live beyond the natural life expectancy of the
trees from which they come.
The Yamaki Pine will take its familiar place near the entrance to the museum’s new Japanese Pavilion when it officially
opens next year, and on this 70th anniversary of the bombing of Hiroshima, the tree serves as a reminder of the continued
peace between the United States and Japan.
“It’s a very special tree,” Sustic says.
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Come see an incredible collection of bonsai trees
on display, live demos, workshops and bonsai trees
for sale. We are excited to have Jennifer Price as
our judge this year. Jennifer has traveled the globe

Bordines Nursery, Rochester Hills

9am - 6:00 Saturday. 9am - 3pm Sunday

SATURDAY & SUNDAY AUGUST 10th & 11th
46th ANNUAL BONSAI SHOW!
JENNIFER PRICE HONORARY JUDGE

1-4pm Bordines Nursery, Rochester Hills
Kurt Smith, the owner of the Flower Market in
Dundee MI, is back to conduct another memorable
demonstration and discussing how to select bonsai.
Plus, experienced club members will be
styling a large tree in front of the entire club.
Wiring, carving and proper techniques in large
branch bending. This tree will be entered
in our annual show raffle. BYOB is encouraged.

Sunday, JULY 21st
Kurt Smith of The Flower Market

6 - 8pm Cafe Sushi, Troy MI
All club members and family are invited.
We celebrate our 49th year in bonsai.

Saturday, DECEMBER 7th
Holiday Dinner

1-4pm Bordines Nursery, Rochester Hills.
We will discuss how to prepare your trees for the
brutal Michigan winters. Building cold frames to
setting up grow lights indoors for tropical trees.

Sunday, NOVEMBER 17th
WINTER PREPARATIONS

1-4pm Bordines Nursery, Rochester Hills.
We are getting dirt under our nails. Stying, wiring,
carving and transforming our trees before winter.
Bring your tools, wire and rotating stands.

Sunday, OCTOBER 20th
Member workshop

11-4pm Bordines Nursery, Rochester Hills.
Chris Baker, the Curator of the incredible Chicago
Botanical Garden, is here to do a conduct a live
demo, discuss pines, fertilization and preparing
your trees for winter and shows. Bring in a few
trees for Chris Baker to share ideas and direction.

Sunday, SEPTEMBER 22rd
Chris Baker Curator Chicago Botanical Garden

11-4pm*(Earlier Time) Bordines Nursery.
A massive collection of bonsai trees and bonsai
related items will be auctioned to club members.
Members are asked to come early and register
their items. We will be sending entry forms and
sales information prior to the auction.

Sunday, JUNE 23rd
BONSAI AUCTION

with Walter Pall and conducted an exceptional
carving demo with our club last year. She will be
styling a bonsai tree that will be entered in the
raffle. Kurt Smith, John Wall, Vance Wood and
Matt Gothberg will be selling an incredible collection of bonsai, tools, soil and other bonsai items!

and great friend of the club. BYOB to work on
your trees after the demo and receive hands on
advice from Jack and club members. Raffle and
discussion about the show and Auction too.

www.fourseasonsbonsai.com 4seasonsbonsai@gmail.com
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11-4pm Bordines Nursery, Rochester Hills
We are honored to have Jack Sustic back to style a
massive Juniper. Mr Sustic is the former Curator of
the National Bonsai Collection in Washington DC

Sunday, MAY 19th
JACK SUSTIC DEMO

1-4pm Bordines Nursery, Rochester Hills.
Back by popular demand, John Wall, an award
winning bonsai artist and founder of Turnbull Creek
bonsai. John will be conducting a demo, discussing
yamadori pulled from the swamps of Tennessee
and direction and advice on club member trees.
Club member and master craftsman, Dan Bennett,
will discuss building and displaying stands. He will
have stands for sale. BYOB and items for the raffle.

Sunday, APRIL 28th
JOHN WALL DEMO

1-4pm Bordines Nursery, Rochester Hills.
New to bonsai or just looking to hone your skills,
donʼt miss this meeting! Multiple members will hold
simultaneous workshops and demos on a variety
bonsai related topics geared toward beginners
through expert level bonsai artists. A must attend!

Sunday, MARCH 24th
BONSAI CIRCUS

1-4pm Bordines Nursery, Rochester Hills.
Introduction to the years events and schedule.
Welcome to bonsai for new members & beginners.
Michael Corbeille update on club status and plans
for 2019. Calendar confirmation. BYOB (bring in
your own bonsai) hands on advice and styling.

Sunday, FEBRUARY 24th
FIRST MEETING OF THE YEAR

2019 Calendar of Events All events are open to the public

OF MICHIGAN

FOUR SEASONS BONSAI CLUB

THE MAJORITY OF OUR CLUB MEETINGS WILL BE HELD AT BORDINES NURSERY IN
ROCHESTER HILLS. PLEASE CHECK THE NEWSLETTER AND FACEBOOK PAGE FOR ANY
LOCATION CHANGES AND TO CONFIRM OUR MEETING TIMES.

SUPPORT OUR LOCAL BONSAI VENDORS

